
Preamble
The Province of British Columbia and 

The State of Washington,
Sharing a common border and a longstanding relationship of friendship 
and trust;

Acting on ongoing cooperation to promote legitimate cross border trade 
and travel;

Acknowledging that British Columbia and Washington State face similar 
risks, opportunities and challenges with regard to border management;

Recognizing the importance of ensuring that a secure, convenient and 
welcoming border crossing experience is provided during the 2010 
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games;

Committed to exploring opportunities to coordinate action and establish 
partnerships aimed at ensuring security and efficiency at the border while 
promoting legitimate cross border trade and travel;

Now Therefore Hereby Agree As Follows:
Action on Border Infrastructure and Operations

I.	 British Columbia and Washington commit to work together and 
engage with our federal governments as necessary to:

A.	 Ensure that 10 booths are available on the US side at Peace Arch 
for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.

B.	 Ensure adequate staffing of the four Cascade border crossings, 
especially during the 2010 Olympics and upgrading of Peace 
Arch.

C.	 Ensure cooperation and coordination to complete the Cross-
Border Circulation Analysis being undertaken by members 
of the International Mobility Trade Corridor Project. The 
results of this analysis will be important for identifying future 
infrastructure, operational, and resource needs to improve 
capacity and efficiency of the Cascade Gateway border crossings.

Action on Border Waits and Processing

II.	 British Columbia and Washington commit to work together and 
engage with our federal governments as necessary to:

A.	 Identify and prioritize options for expanding Washington 
State Department of Transportation’s and British Columbia’s 
Ministry of Transportation’s Traveler Information Systems 
to improve efficiencies at all four Cascade Gateway crossings. 
This includes expanding the southbound system to include the 
Lynden/Aldergrove and Sumas/Huntingdon crossings, as well 
as expanding infrastructure on northbound routes leading to the 
Lynden/Aldergrove and Sumas/Huntingdon crossings.

B.	 Work with federal partners and regional organizations (e.g., 
International Mobility Trade Corridor Project, the Pacific 
NorthWest Economic Region, the BESTT coalition, and 
the Pacific Corridor Enterprise Council) to coordinate 
communications campaign about rules, timeframes, RFID 
enabled documents, border flows, and websites for traveller 
information.  

C.	 Advance implementation of secure vicinity RFID infrastructure 
to help expedite crossing times for travelers with RFID-enabled 
traveler identification documents such as Enhanced Driver’s 
Licences and U.S. Passport Cards.

Action to increase use of NEXUS and FAST (trusted travelers)

III.	 British Columbia and Washington commit to work together and 
engage with our federal governments as necessary to:

A.	 Target NEXUS/FAST marketing program to frequent 
border crossers in the Lower Mainland and Puget Sound areas 
who have not yet joined the program and ensure promotion 
campaigns are carried out in partnership with the business 
community, tourism industry, and regional organizations 
promoting Canada-U.S. trade and travel. Specifically, promote 
enrolment in the NEXUS program for Olympics border 
crossers.

B.	 Promote NEXUS usage at the Pacific Highway crossing by 
increasing staffing and operation hours. 

Action on the Enhanced Driver’s License Program

IV.	 British Columbia and Washington commit to work together to:

A.	 Secure commitment from the federal governments to increase 
support for enhanced driver’s licenses (EDL) so that a critical 
mass of EDLs is built across the country before the U.S. Western 
Hemisphere Travel Initiative comes into effect on June 1, 2009. 

B.	 Ask the federal governments to accept the EDL as a compliant 
document for Canada-U.S. air travel.

C.	 Work with the federal governments to ensure installation of 
secure vicinity RFID technology at all major border crossings to 
expedite crossings for travellers who hold RFID enabled travel 
documents such as EDLs and U.S. Passports Cards.

D.	 Work with federal partners to encourage travellers to obtain 
documentation that uses RFID technology (NEXUS/FAST, 
EDL, U.S. Passport Cards, etc.).

E.	 Increase public confidence in RFID technology through 
effective messaging on the security features of RFID technology.

Action to Reduce Emissions at the Border 

V. 	 British Columbia and Washington commit to work together to 
implement the Memorandum of Understanding agreed by our 
respective Cabinet Members on Greening the Border to develop 
complementary anti-idling measures by provincial/state departments 
of transportation.

Action on Compatibility of Cross Border Communications

VI. 	 British Columbia and Washington commit to work together 
to enhance the delivery and compatibility of public safety radio 
communications systems for emergency situations (e.g., wildfires) 
and the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, in 
accordance with the Workplan agreed by our respective Cabinet 
Members.

Leadership to Secure Action By Federal Authorities

VII.	 To ensure prompt and effective action on the elements of this Action 
Plan that are the responsibility of our respective federal authorities, 
British Columbia and Washington commit to work together 
to initiate planning for a joint mission by the Premier and the 
Governor to Washington, DC and Ottawa.
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Agreed as to form and content and signed and dated in two (2) duplicate originals in Kelowna, British Columbia, this 20th day of June, 2008.

Gordon Campbell 
Premier of British Columbia

Christine O. Gregoire 
Governor of Washington


